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The Entire Model Village of Empingham is how the
village was described in the sale advertisement
when the Normanton Estate was sold in 1924 by
the 2nd Earl of Ancaster (the 7th Baronet). Included
in the 149 lots were eighteen tenanted farms, so it
was clearly anticipated that the estate would be
dispersed, bringing to an end a long era in the life
of the village. The Heathcote family of Normanton
Hall had owned Empingham for 200 years, and the
villoge we see today is largely a legacy of

that dynasty.

Rutland Water

Rutland Water was built in the 1970’s to supply water
to the growing populations and industry in the East
Midlands. Planning and consultation took ten years
culminating with the ‘Empingham Reservoir Act
1979." In 1976 the projects name was changed from
Empingham Reservoir to Rutland Water in response
fo local views.

Normanton Church on the reservoir shore is one

of Rutland’s most famous landmarks. Originally a
medieval church to St Matthew, it was partly rebuilt
in the 18th Century. The church was saved from
the reservoir by raising the floor by three metres,
waterproofing the walls and building a stone
embankment in the early 1970s with funds raised
largely by the Normanton Tower Trust.

Acknowledged by Sir David Attenborough as one
of the finest examples of creative conservation in
Great Britain, Rutland Water has also gained an
internationally respected reputation for sailing,
frout fishing and bird watching.
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Road: Empingham is situated roughly half way
between Stamford and Oakham on the A606.

Bus: Service 19 from Stamford or Oakham.
T: 08712002233 E: www.traveline.info

Rail: The nearest railway stations are Stamford
and Oakham.

Ordnance Survey Maps

Landranger 130, 141 Explorer 234

If you require further information regarding this leaflet
or require it in an alternative format please contact
Rutland County Council at the address below:

Rutland County Council

Catmose, Oakham, Rutland, LE15 6HP

T: 01572 722577 E: rightsofway@rutland.gov.uk
W: www.rutland.gov.uk/row
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Empingham Walk Number 1

Start from the White Horse Inn.

0 Standing with your back to the White Horse Inn, turn
left and follow Main Street to the cross roads. Turn right
at the crossroads fo head in the direction of Stamford
and Ketton. Walk down the hill past St Peters Church
and Barbara's Store, continuing out of the village to join
the footway alongside the Aé06.

9 Shortly after crossing Church Bridge turn left on to the
driveway of a bungalow (Woodlands) where you will see
a sign post indicating a public footpath. Go through the
gate at the end of the driveway and confinue along the
edge of an arable field and cross a stile.

9 Confinue in the same direction across two more
arable fields, but as you near the far side of the second
field turn left on to a track around the field’'s edge rather
than crossing the stile in front of you.

Empingham Walk Number 2

Start from the White Horse Inn.

o Standing with your back to the White Horse Inn, take
care crossing the busy A606 to your right and then join
Nook Lane. Follow the lane until you see a sign post
marked Hereward Way / Rutland Water on your right.
Turn right and follow the path between two houses.

@ Pass though a bridle gate into a pasture field and
make your way fowards a stile in the opposite corner.
Cross the stile, turn right, and cross a second stile that is
straight ahead. A track now leads you up some steps
and through a small spinney to a stile.

@ Climb the stile and enter a pasture field. Directly
ahead is another stile. Cross this, turn right and follow
the edge of the field until you reach a metal hand gate
alongside a field gate. Pass through the gate and

furn left on to the road.

9 Following the Rutland Water perimeter frack, now
look for signs for Whitwell. Stay on the perimeter frack

0 After a short distance you will find a green bridge
that will take you back over the River Gwash. After
crossing the bridge immediately ahead you will see a
farmhouse, aim for the right of this where you will join
Mill Lane.

@ Follow Mill Lane, which runs parallel to the North
Brook, all the way to its junction with Main Street. Turn left
at the junction and proceed up the hill and back into
the village.

0 On your right you will soon find a sign post
indicating a public footpath known as Gunnel Lane.
Continue down the lane, past a small stream, to a field
gate with a stile alongside it. Pass over the stile and
enter in to a large grass field that is a little marshy

in places.

6 Follow a well worn track through to a stile in the far
corner of the field. Climb over the stile and cross an
arable field to a stile at the junction with Loves Lane.
Turn left and start walking up the hill.

for 20m minutes or so, until you reach Whitwell Sailing
Centre. Afthe entrance to the Sailing Centre, where it
joins Bull Brig Lane, take a right.

O rollow Bull Brig Lane in to Whitwell vilage, and to

the A606. Cross the road with care, turn right and head
towards the Noel Arms Inn. Turn left in to the driveway of
the Noel Arms. Stay left and follow a foofpath running
down the side of the garden.

@ In the far corner of the garden on the left is a

kissing gate. Go through the kissing gate and turn right.
Immediately ahead is another gate. Go through this and
then confinue straight ahead fo the corner of the field.
Climb another stile that leads you to a wide grassy track
around the edge of an arable field. Stay on the track
until you reach a kissing gate under a large maple tree.

0 Proceed through the kissing gate and the small
plantation beyond, turning right as you exit through a
second gate. Continue to follow the footpath around
the edge of the next few fields and af the junction with
Oxwell Road cross straight over and head tfoward Exton.

@ After five minutes or so you will find sign posts on
your right indicating the presence of both a footpath
and a bridleway. Pass through the bridle gate and
follow the bridleway around the left side of the field.

0 Continue on the bridleway until it joins the Exton
road. Turn left and after a short distance you will find
yourself back at the crossroads with Main Street.

Turn right and refrace your steps back to the

White Horse Inn.

® ® @ @ Empingham Walk Number 1
Distance: 2.5 miles Stiles: 5

® @ ® @ Empingham Walk Number 2
Distance: 5.7 miles Stiles: 12

Public Footpath
Public Bridleway
m Public House

© Just before you cross the bridge and enter the
village turn right on to a footpath. Stay fo the right

as the track opens up, and follow the course of the
stfream. After 15 minutes or so cross the bridge on your
left and follow the footpath up the slope and around
to the right.

0 Confinue on this track until you reach a sfile on
your right. Climb the stile and proceed up the hill.

On reaching the road furn left, walking along the wide
grass verge. Just past the entrance to Horn Mill there
is a footpath on your right. Climb the ladder stile and
head straight across the field to Horn Mill Spinney.

@ Follow the path through the spinney and then
across the arable field beyond that. Continue in this
direction untfil the path reaches Warren Spinney.
Make your way around the spinney and furn left on to
Exton Road. Walk down the hill and turn right at the
cross roads. The White Horse Inn is now just ahead on
your right.



